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The paper examines the development and changes in forestry in Slovakia with an emphasis on the 
non-state sector over the last 50 years. The task and mission of forestry in rural development in 
close cooperation with agriculture are analysed. The paper presents activities implemented by 
forestry in the countryside area in the past, as well as possibilities for their continuation and 
revival. There economic performance of forestry based on aggregate indicators of the Total Forestry 
Economic Account for the state and non-state sectors are reported. Paper presents examples for 
enhancing financial sources and effectiveness of multifunctional activities of non-state forestry 
subjects on the basis of selected products from non-wood forest functions, forest fruits and 
mushrooms. The examples are based also on partial public-beneficial climate forest function and 
carbon sink by forest ecosystems. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
  
The perception of forestry as a systematic and integral part of rural areas in Slovakia has not 
changed even in present times. It weakens gradually and also the intensity of the historical tradition 
of interlinking of the activities and performance of humans and their lives in rural areas has been in 
retreat. The reasons are not only qualitative changes in plant and animal agricultural production, 
being conditioned by technical development and industrial way of production organization, but also 
the gradual estrangement of current generations from the traditional relationship with the land and 
other property in rural areas. Partial restrictions on the implementation of ownership rights to 
agricultural land and a complete ban on access to forest property until 1989 have permanently 
affected the thinking and behaviour of the rural population. Generations who had lived through this 
experience became disillusioned, and have grown old and weak and do not have enough strength to 
restore fully the functions of rural areas and to raise dignified and equivalent successors. The 
current young generation did not inherit from their predecessors sufficient esteem, love and energy 
in relation to rural areas. Some time has to pass before the young generation will accept these 
values, and to the detriment of the country they will have to learn from foreign countries where 
such a degradation of family relations to the property and its management did not occur. 
The traditional share of forestry in the functioning of rural areas has changed greatly. It may be 
assumed that only a small part of the activities and products of forestry, which were connected 
with specific activities in agriculture, will be possible as well as purposeful to restore. It is highly 
improbable that construction of the typical regional wooden houses and economic buildings would 
extend to a larger extent similar to the production of wooden equipment for agriculture in the past. 
Also, the use of wood as fuel will not be restored to the same degree as in the past. Greater 
utilization of wood in the building industry, mainly in mountain and sub-mountain regions, is also at 
present unlikely, including applied mountain area architecture. Wood application in other regions is 
restricted to greater extent until it has a meaningful justification. 
 
PROBLEMS OF APPLYING FORESTRY IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT   
 
Activities of forestry during the last century which were performed mostly in an area currently 
defined and perceived as a rural area, may after accepting a spiral-like time and technological shift 
be a source of information and inspiration for solving the problems and issues of the rural area 
development.  
At the end of the 19th century and a the beginning of the 20th century the simplest equipment 
and machines including axes and saws, and in timber skidding horses and bull’s yokes, were used in 
felling works in the forests of Slovakia. For timber transportation over greater distances, wood was 
floated down the rivers and streams and later transported by forest as well as public railways. 
Steam was used also for driving machines and equipment in saw mills. Big factories were established 
for the production of pulp and paper, bentwood furniture, parquetry and barrels.  
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Lively trade in wood for building, fuel, bark and charcoal took place in rural areas. Craft involving 
the processing of wood was developing successfully, and at a peak there were about 1500 cabinet 
makers, 1200 wheelers, 700 coopers, 150 craftsmen producing baskets, plates and other items from 
osier (Salix viminalis L.). 
Wood was sold mainly as stumpage as well as in the form of forest lease for periods of 10 and 
more years, mainly in non-state forests but partially also in state forestland. Due to the fact that 
traditions, customs and rules of management in forests were not always respected, many forest 
owners and forest managers got involved in wood handling and organized wood trade. 
During the time of the First Czechoslovak Republic, increased interest in wood processing 
companies and persons as well as traders in wood were reflected in higher felling on large areas 
that had always been reforested previously but were then frequently left to self-development and 
thus contributed to forming vast abandoned lands. Small forest owners and farmers converted 
forestland to pastures after pasture and cattle were allowed in the forest. The state started to 
eliminate the timber market by the modification of domestic and foreign trade and by creating the 
Czechoslovak Wood Commission to manage wood export and wood import. 
Farmers acting as seasonal workers and carters coming from rural areas carried out activities such 
as felling, skidding and wood transportation. They used manual saws and horses for skidding. In the 
1950s the state forests and estates of the Slovak Republic had about 1700 employees. 
After World War II, considerable changes occurred in the ownership of non-state forests due to 
the change in the political system, when during the period from 1948 until 1976 non-state forest 
ownership was de facto abolished. The area of forests in the ownership and use of the state was 
growing significantly. In 1946, the state forest enterprise had a forest area of about 406,000 ha (25% 
of the total area of forests) and by 1948 this area had grown to about 812,000 ha (50%). In 1989 
almost all of the forest area was in the ownership or use of state forestry organizations. The 
organization models of state forests also went through various changes, which were often 
unreasonable.  
Delimitation of agricultural and forestland at the end of the 1950s substantially increased 
employment opportunities in rural areas, mainly within reforestation activities on abandoned land 
and planting out fast growing tree species. Shrewd introduction of machinery and construction of 
forest roads resulted in technological progress in the processes of forest production from the mid-
1950s (power saws, traditional and special forest wheeled and tracked tractors, cableways, loaders 
and bulldozers) and made the work easier though not always in accordance with forest hygienic and 
ergonomic requirements. 
Negative developments during this period included the perceived discrepancies between the 
forest management plan and state plan for the national economy, pressure on increasing work 
productivity through the use of heavy, high capacity, non-ecological machinery, using industrial 
methods in forest production, prescriptions of wood deliveries in required assortments without 
regard of the possibilities of forestry, or the state of financial side of growth processes, poor health 
condition of forests and extremely high increase of protected territories under totalitarian 
conditions of pacification of ownership’s rights, democracy and freedom. 
On the other hand, there still was a shortage of forest workers and an increase in employment, 
health care for workers and labour safety was a priority for the workers in forestry. Transportation 
of forest workers to their workplaces was introduced, as well as the delivery of meals and other 
social benefits. 
Sale and demand for wood in Slovakia have increased considerably due to establishment of new 
wood industries, wood processing factories and enterprises (Bučina Zvolen, Bukóza Vranov, 
Smrečina Banská Bystrica, Juhoslovenské celulózky a papierne Štúrovo). This reflects a real 
potential for raw wood material in Slovakia but mainly from tree species composition with the 
prevalence of broadleaved tree species. In the wood processing industry a complete supply chain of 
wood processing has emerged for the pulp and paper industry, the wood industry and also the 
furniture-making industry. Therefore, it is difficult to explain why there was an almost complete 
breakdown of this basis for complex wood processing and wood trading in the forestry industry in 
Slovakia after the political and economic changes in 1989. The reasons appear to lie in the low 
utility level of final products as the consequence of low innovations of products, old machinery and 
technology and related high costs, low labour productivity, and the professional or moral failure of 
new owners of enterprises in the processes of small and large privatisation with considerable 
absence of relevant legislation. 
During the 1980s the theoretical issues of non-production or so called public beneficial forest 
functions that were presented were also worked out appropriately. The results were used in 
functional typification of forests and after some adjusting and amendments they served as a basis 
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for the elaboration of formal legislative material for the assessment and valuation of the 
components and parts of forest property and forest functions in new political-economic conditions 
after the year 1990. In enhancing the knowledge of the benefits and contributions of the functions 
of forest ecosystems, there appears to be a potential for the development of rural areas in a form 
of modification of the effects and influences of the forest on the required services and goods of 
forestry, or through increasing the usefulness of already existing goods and services of forestry by 
innovation processes. 
After the change of regime in 1989, democratic conditions were introduced in the political, social 
and economic spheres. Ownership rights were made equal and restitution started similarly to the 
compensation of detriment due to damage and losses of forest property. 
Privatisation and restitution affected the wood processing industry, economy and agriculture the 
most. New commercial companies as well as private companies and license holders had to face 
strong competition from foreign companies, especially on the level of the quality of goods and work 
productivity. In this unequal competition, the greatest disadvantages are the low levels of 
technology, innovations, marketing and work productivity. Their competition advantage is mainly 
the low cost of labour. 
 
POSSIBLE ROLE OF FORESTRY IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT  
 
Forestry can share in the development of rural areas through a variety of products and services in 
the form of production and public beneficial or non-production forest functions and services. Within 
this process, progress will be made through restoration or extension of the production of products 
from wood, and services, crafts and entrepreneurial activities connected with forestry and forest as 
a natural phenomenon in the country. 
 
Production Functions: Wood-producing Function 
In Slovakia forests usually cover the areas more or less unsuitable for agricultural production in 
terms of location and fertility. Further increase in forest area with the aim of increasing forest 
production will be closely connected with competitiveness of agricultural production in Europe, the 
rate of extension of ecological agriculture, securing sustainable development of Slovakia in the 
conditions of global climate change and with improvement of the socio-economic level as well as 
demographic development in the country. Decision-making on afforestation of agricultural lands will 
necessarily be based on optimisation models accepting ecological, financial and socio-economic 
viewpoints. 
The area of forests, disposable wood supplies (growing stock) and felling potential impose limits 
on wood production (growing stock) and felling potential (Tables 1−3). 
Reserves of forestry for rural development exist first of all in technological, organization and 
product innovations. Forestry expansion means increasing available jobs (disposable employment) 
and the assortment and quality of offered products and services. 
 
Table 1. Development of the area of forestland (FL) and stand land (SL 
 
Area of forestland and stand land (M ha) Land type 
1970 1980 1990 2000 2005 
Forestlanda         1.918         1.952     1 976 538  1 997 961    2 006 172 
Stand land         1.826    1 861 642     1 921 705  1 921 414   1 931 645 
a. Forestland is land recorded in the cadastre, whereas stand land is land covered by forest tree species        
Source: Information on the state of the forests in SR (SLHP, PIL), 2006 
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Table 2. Development of stumpage supplies 
 
1970 1980 1990 2000 2005 Indicator 
Supplies together, coniferous and broadleaved  
(million m3 large wood without bark) 
(m3 large 
wood 
without 
bark 
Supplies together 313,3313,30 324,0324,00 348,5348,50 410.00 438 
   Coniferous 169,0169,00 170,0170,00 178,9178,90 199.10 207 
   Broadleaved 144,3144,30 154,0154,00 169,6169,60 210.90 231 
Supplies per hectare  
in m3 171 174 181   215 229 
Source: Information on the state of the forests in SR (SLHP, PIL), 2006 
 
Table 3. Development of timber felling for the years 200 -2005 
 
Indicator     2001    2002    2003    2004    2005 
Coniferous  3037  3209  3509  4001  6,927  
Broadleaved 3147  3039  3143  3267  3263  
Total timber 
felling 6184  6248  6,652  7,268  10,190  
Source: Statistical Yearbook of forest sector of SR, SLHP, PIL, 2006 
 
Other Benefits of Forest Production Functions 
Forest berries and mushrooms. Forest berries including blueberries, elder berries, raspberries, 
blackberries, and edible mushrooms enjoy suitable conditions for growing in the forests in Slovakia 
on the area of 942,000 ha of forestland typologically suitable for their average and above average 
production. Data on usable annual potential and actual gathered amount are presented in Tables 3 
and 4. 
 
Table 4. Adjusted potential (effective) annual production of forest berries and mushrooms on 
forestland in the year 2005 
 
Forest berries Area of 
growing 
(1000 ha) 
Natural 
fertility 
(Kg/ha) 
Volume of 
adjusted potential 
(effective) 
production (1000 
ha) 
Price 
SKK/kg 
Value of adjusted 
(effective) 
production 
thousand SKK 
Blueberries 90 480 43,200 63.9 2,760,480 
Blueberries  4 225 900 75.0 67,500 
Raspberries 95 200 19,000 24.5 465,500 
Blackberries 30 160 4,800 20.7 99,360 
Strawberries 4 70 280 41.6 11,648 
Blackthorns 3 90 270 15.0 4,050 
Canker berries/hips 1 75 75 18.5 1,388 
Elder berries 6 60 360 19.5 7,020 
Hawthorn 2 60 120 15.0 1,800 
Wild cherries 1 380 380 10.0 3,800 
Hazelnuts 6 50 300 95.0 28,500 
Mushrooms (calculation 
of weight to fresh 
weight) 
700 40 28,000 48.8 1,366,400 
Total 942 - 97,685 - 4,817,446 
Average exchange rate for the year 2006 was 1 USD = 30.59 SKK 
*According to years from 25 – 50 % of the area of forests 
Source: Data for national account of SR for the Statistical Office of SR for the year 2006 
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Table 5. Actual annual production of forest berries from performed collection in the year 2005** 
 
Import Domestic purchase Gathering for own 
consumption 
Total actual annual 
production 
Forest berries 
Am
ount 
(1000 kg) 
Price 
SKK/kg 
Sales 
(1000 SKK) 
Am
ount 
(1000 kg) 
Price 
SKK/kg 
Sales (1000 
SKK) 
Am
ount 
Thousand kg 
Price 
(SKK/kg) 
Sales 
(1000 SKK) 
Am
ount 
(1000 kg) 
Price 
(SKK/kg) 
Sales 
(1000 SKK) 
Blueberries 40  80 3 200 60 65 3900 80 55 4400 180 63.9 11,500 
Blueberries 10 100 1000 20 80 1600 35 65 2275  65 75.0 4875 
Raspberries 25 35   875 50 25 1250 65 20 1300 140 24.5 3425 
Blackberries 2 30   60  6 20  120 20 20 400 28 20.7 580 
Strawberries - - -  1 45   45  2 40  80  3 41.6 125 
Blackthorns - - - - - -  4 15  60  4 15.0 60 
Canker 
berries/hips 
- - - 45 20 900 20 15 300 65 18.5 1200 
Elder berries - - - 35 15 525 15 10 150 50 13.5 675 
Hawthorn - - - - - -  5 15  75  5 15.0 75 
Wild cherries - - - - - - 10 10 100  10 10.0 100 
Hazelnuts 15 160 2400 - - - 15 30 450  30 95.0 2850 
Mushrooms 
(calculation of 
weight to fresh 
weight) 
35 170 5950 50 70 3500 600 40 24,000 685 48.8 33,450 
Total 127 - 13,485 267 - 11,840 871 - 33,590 1265 - 58,915 
**Data made more precise due to research in SR in the year 2002 and the results of annual survey of the 
gathering of forest berries by marketing agency in the Czech Republic  
Source: Data for national account of SR for the Statistical Office of SR for the year 2006 
 
Herbaceous plants and decorative grasses. According to Schwarz and Linderová (1997) herbaceous 
plants grow on 18,000 ha and decorative grasses on about 20,000 ha. On the basis of the 
quantification of the amount and market purchase prices it is possible for herbaceous plants to 
deliver about 350 SKK/ha and for decorative grasses about 150 SKK/ha. 
  
Decorative evergreens. Potential volume of decorative evergreens was determined on the basis of 
the amount obtained through normal felling, cleaning or thinning of suitable tree species such as 
spruce, fir, pine or Douglas fir. In total it is possible to obtain 8.4 m3 or 6.7 tons of evergreens from 
one hectare. Of this amount there is sold about 20%, it means about 1.5−2 t/ha.  
 
Processing of wood within secondary manufacturing. Wood work activities of state forest 
enterprises and small forest owners include the production of edged and un-edged sawn wood from 
coniferous roundwood, pulpwood and broadleaved pulpwood. Equipped with appropriate technology 
it is possible to generate a gross profit of 15% of total costs. To obtain 1 M SKK of gross profit it is 
necessary to process about 2500 m3 of wood of comparable quality. There are reserves for 
extending this production, mainly in its consumer products. 
 
Low grade wood utilization for the production of energy. According to the statement of Oravec 
(1997) it is possible to acquire about 900,000 m3 of low-grade wood (branches and stems within and 
above 7 cm, handling waste, not used wood from log yards, wood from cleaning, stumps, roots, fuel 
wood, waste wood from mechanical processing) from silvicultural and logging activities in one year. 
Wood in comparison with other renewable kinds of energy, like solar energy, water energy, wind 
and geo-thermal energy has without any doubt the advantage of being an almost 100% ecologically 
pure natural source of energy unlike other well-known non-renewable kinds of energy such as some 
fossil fuels. 
 
Products of hunting. Commercially realizable production includes trophies, venison and many 
valuable raw materials for the hide and fur processing industry, pharmaceutical industry (skins, 
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pelts, hides, fur, hair, antlers, teeth, muscles, fat) as well as live game for introducing various 
game species into hunting grounds at home and abroad, or as a required form of goods. Potential 
production may be defined as an amount of hunted and trapped game and resulting benefits that 
correspond to the state of ecological balance in forest stands. Sale of venison, sale of game, rent, 
hunting and shooting for a fee, and compensation for damage by game can be considered as real 
components of game management earnings. Earnings for the year 2005 are summarised in Table 6. 
 
Table 6. Earnings from the sale of venison, hunting for fees and other revenues for the year 2005 
 
Indicator State hunting 
grounds 
Hunters 
associations 
Hunting grounds 
of other subjects 
Total 
Sale of venison to non-members 
(in thousand SKK) 
12,663 15,513 4972 33,148 
Sale of venison to members 
(hunters) (in thousand SKK) 
3512 9844 3324 16,680 
Actual earning from the sale of 
venison (in thousand SKK) 
16,175 2557 8296 49,828 
Value of price discount in the sale to 
members and employees (in 
thousand SKK) 
13,289 82,029 24,607 119,925 
Sale of live game (in thousand SKK) 7217 19,135 1690 28,042 
Hunting for fees (in thousand SKK) 60,983 14,396 13,127 88,506 
Other revenues (in thousand SKK) 3827 32,509 5760 42,096 
Total revenue (in thousand SKK) 88,202 91,397 28,873 208,472 
 
Table 7 presents economic results of forestry on the level of aggregated indicators of total 
forestry economic account (TFEA) divided to state and non-state sectors. Though the non-state 
sector came into existence after 1991, the individual indicators of TFEA between the years 2000 and 
2005 for non-state and state forest sector reveal an increase of its function in rural development. 
Closer interlinking with diversification of forestry activities creates a favourable position to involve 
rural development to this process as it is in state forests where product diversification is usually 
secured in other sectors. 
      
Table 7. Forestry production in the indicators of total forestry economic account  
 
2000 2005 No.   Indicator Specific 
unit Non-
state 
forests 
State 
forests 
SR Non-
state 
forests 
State 
forests 
SR 
1. Gross forest production 
(wood) 
1000 m3 2436 4079 6515 3859 6818 10,677 
2. Usable production (wood 
logging) 
1000 m3 2325 3893 6218 3683 6507 10,190 
3. Final production (wood 
assortments) 
1000 m3 2070 3721 5791 3093 6194 9287 
4. Average wood monetization SKK/m3 1200 27 1227 1203 1233 1223 
5. Value of final wood 
production 
M  SKK 2483 4621 7104 3720 7635 11,355 
6. Value of final other 
production 
M SKK 178 1655 1833 220 1971 2191 
7. Value of final production of 
game management 
M SKK 101 62 163 120 88 208 
8. Value of final production 
together 
M SKK 2762 6338 9100 4 060 9 694 13,754 
9. Inter consumption M SKK 1043 2946 3989 1570 4758 6328 
10. Gross added value M SKK 1719 3392 5111 2490 4936 7426 
11. Consumption of fixed capital M SKK 329 484 813 360 474 834 
12. Net added value M SKK 1390 2908 4298 2 130 4 462 6592 
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Table 7. (Cont.) 
2000 2005 No.    Indicator Specific 
unit Non-
state 
forests 
State 
forests 
SR Non-
state 
forests 
State 
forests 
SR 
Account of revenues formation 
13. Premiums to employees Million SKK 959 2932 3891 1334 2841 4175 
14. Other taxes on production Million SKK 58 124 182 569 1 019 1588 
15. Other subventions for 
production 
Million SKK 145 362 507 11 142 153 
16. Net revenue from independent 
enterprising 
Million SKK 518 214 732 238 744 982 
                                                                  Account of enterprise profit 
17. Credits received Million SKK 5 15 20 10 7 17 
18. Rent received Million SKK 2 25 27 30 144 194 
19. Credits paid Million SKK 13 58 71 5 3 8 
20. Rent paid Million SKK 1 94 95 30 161 191 
21. Net profit from enterprising Million SKK 510 103 613 243 731 974 
Source: Statistical reports of the Ministry of Agriculture of SR: Les V 2-04, Les F 1-01, Les P1-01, Les D 2-04, 
Úč Pod 1-01, Úč Pod 2-01; Permanent forest inventory in SR, Lesoprojekt Zvolen, FRI Zvolen − own calculations 
from databases; Reports on Forestry in SR; Analytical standards of state forest enterprises 
Note: Non-state or state forests correspond to state or non-state forest sector. 
 
Preliminary financial quantification of carbon binding in forest ecosystems 
From the viewpoint of entrepreneurs, activities that utilize carbon dioxide emissions in their 
production processes represent a positive externality. With the aim of assessing this in a complex 
way in the forests of Slovakia there was found be to an effective annual increment of carbon 
dioxide in the supplies of formed biomass. The quantity of annual value of bound carbon dioxide 
was determined from its annual weight in million tons and average market price of carbon dioxide 
on the international market (€22 in 2005. 
Table 8 presents an overview of the increments of individual kinds of biomass in m3, weight in 
tons of absolute dry biomass and carbon dioxide as well as market value (international, inland, for 
domestic trading) of the total volume of carbon dioxide bound in annual effective increment of the 
biomass for the period 2003−2005.  
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Table 8. Estimate of annual value of CO2 binding in the forests of SR for the years 2003−2005 
 
Indicator Year CBP of 
large wood 
biomass 
reduced by 
felling 
CBP of small 
wood stumpage 
Biomass 
CBP of 
tree 
roots 
biomass 
at stump 
Increment of 
died 
disintegrated 
biomass 
Increment 
of 
C in soil  
Together 
2003 4.80 1.47 0.76 0.25 0.0 7.28 
2004 4.27 1.48 0.77 0.25 0.0 6.77 
Biomass in 
natural state 
(fresh state)   
(M m3) 
2005 1.37 1.49 0.77 0.25 0.0 3.88 
2003 2.64 0.80 0.41 0.14 0.0 3.99 
2004 2.35 0.81 0.42 0.14 0.0 3.72 
Value of 
absolute dry 
biomass (Mt) 2005 0.754 0.82 0.42 0.14 0.0 2.14 
2003 1.31 0.40 0.21 0.07 0.0 1.99 
2004 1.17 0.40 0.21 0.07 0.0 1.85 
Weight of C in 
abs. dry biomass 
(Mt) 2005 0.375 0.40 0.21 0.07 0.0 1.06 
2003 4.25 1.30 0.68 0.22 0.0 6.45 
2004 3.80 1.30 0.68 0.22 0.0 6.00 
Weight of CO2 
for formation of 
abs. dry biomass 
in million tons 
2005 1.22 1.30 0.68 0.22 0.0 3.42 
2003 93.50 28.60 14.96 4.84 0.0 141.9
0 
2004 83.60 28.60 14.96 4.84 0.0 132.0
0 
Value of CO2 
million € 
(according to 
world market 
price 22 €/t) 2005 26.84 28.60 14.96 4.84 0.0 75.24 
2003 21.25 6.50 3.40 1.10 0.0 32.25 
2004 19.00 6.50 3.40 1.10 0.0 30.00 
Value of CO2 
million € 
(assumed price 
in SR 5 €/t) 
2005 6.10 6.50 3.40 1.10 0.0 17.10 
Explanatory note: CBP − total current increment 
 
BENEFITS OF PUBLIC BENEFICIAL FOREST FUNCTIONS 
  
The benefits of public beneficial forest functions are realized only to a very small extent 
commercially, and they are not recorded separately as specifically parallel or specially secured 
result of forest production. This is also valid for the costs that cause an increase of total costs of 
proper forest production, or the costs of the concrete public beneficial forest function. Therefore, 
it is necessary to keep separate records of the costs of the increase of the benefits of concrete 
public beneficial forest functions or their intensification as an additional value, which shifts them 
into the sphere of a real market. 
The annual value of the potential benefit of public beneficial forest functions was determined by 
aggregate valuation methods and the resulting amount is 16 billion SKK on the price level of the 
year 1996 (in comparable locality of price valuation of wood − landing, place of wood loading and 
dispatching). This is about twice the amount of the earnings for normal volume of realized wood 
logging. The level of commercial and free-of-charge utilization of these benefits in the form of 
products and services has not yet been quantified and demonstrated relevantly. 
In defining, justifying and gradual applying the activities and works of forestry in rural 
development some relevant characteristic attributes can be identified. These include: 
 
• Recent and presupposed development in agriculture and forestry. 
• Development of work productivity being conditioned by technical development. 
• Decline in traditions and usual activities, and their shifting into the cultural, artistic and 
historical sphere. 
• Decline in practical use of traditional products from wood to be used in agriculture and 
forestry and their replacement by metal and artificial material. 
• Change in the way of life in rural areas, and the disappearing of typical agricultural 
settlements like farmer yards in agricultural-forestry country and ranger houses in forested 
country left empty. 
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• General withdrawing of people from production processes by introducing more and more 
advanced instruments into the production processes  
• Young people and lower income people moving to suburban areas, villages and 
municipalities close to cities. 
• Formation of a new structure of requirements of the rural population for weekend 
activities. 
• Enhancement of various sport, cultural and recreational activities, tourism in rural areas. 
• The dominant part of the total area of forests in Slovakia is situated in rural area (93%) and 
it has been increasing. 
• Important drop of the proportion of population in rural areas from 76.1 % (1970) to 42.2 % 
(2000) and a movement into the towns and cities. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Forestry and forests have their own historical and objective systematic dimension for sustainable 
rural development. This is a result of their location in Slovakia and their primary function in the 
formation and functioning of the environment. They are an important source of direct as well as 
indirect employment and the socio-economic, cultural recreational and medical activities of the 
people and visitors in the country. 
In future it will be necessary to support production and product innovations in forestry and 
agriculture, and the development of a demand for agricultural and forestry products and services. It 
is necessary to increase the access of women to the labour market with the aim of increasing the 
employment rate in rural areas, enabling the establishment and development of small enterprises, 
organizing training of young people in traditional rural skills, improving the introduction and 
extending of information and communication technology, the development of the use of renewable 
energy sources, expanding tourism and improving local infrastructure through modernization and 
restructuring. 
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